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So What Do Canadians Want? 


The Prime Minister has announced the government will begin holding public 
meetings to discern what Canadians want. Just maybe, he’s already been told. 


There is a sickness at the heart of 
Canada’s political system made obvi- 
ous by the crisis in the Senate of Can- 
ada. The Liberal appointees of this 
long-dormant body have awakened to 
man the barricades. They want to block 
passage of the Goods and Services Tax, 
the tax the Conservative government 
has chosen to force upon some very un- 
willing Canadian taxpayers. 

Never mind that many of these Lib- 
eral Senators were members of Pierre 
Tudeau’s Liberal government. That’s 
the one that infected Canada with the 
tax-and-spend cancer that now afflicts 
the country. Never mind that Liberals, 
if they’re returned to power, might dis- 
cover that they’re thankful for the “en- 
hanced revenue” provided by the GST. 
In the looking glass world of politics 
it’s the Liberals who are currently the 
champions of the Canadian taxpayer. 

Possibly dismayed that he does not 
enjoy the unrestrained power that was 
wielded by Mr. Trudeau, the Prime 
Minister has decisively moved to crush 
what he has called the “Liberal govern- 


ment in exile.” Mr. Mulroney has taken 
the unprecedented step of creating eight 
brand new seats in the Senate, filling 
them with Conservative stalwarts cer- 
tain to vote for this ill-advised tax. Mr. 
Mulroney has taken unprecedented heat 
for these appointments which include 
the recently-retired Premier of Nova 
Scotia who left office with the RCMP 
snapping at his heels. 

This week, the pollsters told us that 
the Conservative government in Ottawa 
is supported by a mere fifteen percent 
of Canadians. The Tories are confused. 
How could they have sunk so low? 
Haven’t they done all the things that 
are supposed to work in politics? What 
have they done that wasn’t done many 
times before by the Liberals? And 
haven’t the Liberals been the most suc- 
cessful Party in Canada’s history? 

But that may be the whole point. 
Why should Mr. Mulroney be perplexed 
if his record is the same as his prede- 
cessors’? Did he not tell the Canadian 
people before he was elected in ’84 that 
Canada was about to be destroyed by 





the explosion of taxation, spending, and 
debt? Was Mr. Mulroney not outraged 
when the Government stonewalled as 
the Auditor General questioned? Did 
not Mr. Mulroney mortally wound John 
Turner in debate over the scandalous 
Senate appointments engineered by Mr. 
Trudeau? 

Corruption, patronage, and waste 
were some of the tumours growing on 
the government six years ago. They 
were symptoms of the disease the Prime 
Minister promised to cure when he was 
elected in ’84. 

Back then, Canadians gave him the 
largest majority ever in a federal elec- 
tion, 75% of the seats! We elected him 
again two years ago to eliminate some 
of the federal taxes (tariffs) we pay on 
imports. But prices haven’t fallen, taxes 
are higher, spending is up, and now 
there’s the GST. 

Just maybe, Canadians actually 
wanted what Mr. Mulroney promised 
to deliver. Just maybe, they are really 
really angry because they didn’t get it. 

Could it be just that simple? 
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Taxpayers News 


Canada 





Over the past two months the Cana- 
dian Federation of National and Pro- 
vincial Taxpayers has been building on 
its success over the past eighteen months 
on the prairies and running hard to keep 
abreast of exploding demand. 

The Association of Alberta Tax- 
payers has now been officially incorpo- 
rated in Alberta and a Board of Direc- 
tors is being established. 

The “Association of Ontario Tax- 
payers” and the “Association of Mani- 
toba Taxpayers” has been reserved in 
those provinces, and incorporation is 
underway. Steps have been taken for 
registration in B.C. as well. 

Robert Petruic has been added to 
our research staff. Robert is a recent 
graduate of Simpson College in Indi- 
anola, lowa, where he earned a double 
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Taxpayers directors, Wallace, Fox, and Baker at a Calgary meeting. 


major in economics and management. 
Robert also did a stint as a Senatorial 
aid to lowa Senator Jean Lloyd Jones. 
He's happy to be back home in Canada 
working in a field he thoroughly en- 


joys. 


Alberta 


September 27, 1990: Brooks, Al- 
berta. 





National Coordinator, Kevin 
Avram, addressed the annual meeting 
of the Brooks Chamber of Commerce. 

October 2, 1990: Calgary, Al- 
berta. Southern Alberta business lead- 
ers, academics, journalists, and media 
executives, met with the Taxpayers at 
the Ranchmen’s Club. 

October 2, 1990: Calgary, Al- 
berta. Thomas J. Jacobsen, of Calgary, 
accepted an appointment to the Board 
of Directors of the Canadian Federa- 
tion of National and Provincial Tax- 
payers. 

October 3, 1990: Calgary, Al- 
berta. Kevin Avram appeared on Char- 
les Adler’s “Hot Talk” morning open 
line show on CISS radio. 


October 1, 1990: Edmonton, 


Alberta. The office of the Association 
of Alberta Taxpayers opened at the fol- 
lowing address: 

18104 102 Ave. 

Edmonton, AB T5S 1S7 Canada 

(403) 448-0159 Fax 489-4663 


Saskatchewan 


The Association of Saskatchewan 
Taxpayers continues to press the pro- 
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vincial government for Freedom of In- 
formation legislation. 
tion would make it possible for ordi- 


Such legisla- 


nary citizens to find out how their gov- 
ernment spends their tax dollars. The 
Association has received letters from 





Processing supporters 


Premier Grant Devine, Ray Micklejohn, 
Lorne McLaren, and Deputy Premier 
Pat Smith assuring them that FOI is on 
the agenda. 

The second immediate concern of 
the Association is passage of a Tax- 
payers Protection Act that would limit 
the ability of the provincial govern- 
ment to finance its activities by sad- 
dling the taxpayers with debt. 

Recognizing that this is a concern 
of the Taxpayers, the Chamber of Com- 
merce, and a recommendation of Con- 
sensus Saskatchewan, Mr. Devine an- 
nounced at several public meetings that 
the government is considering such 
legislation. 

October 11, 1990, Toronto. Art 
Fox, the president of the Association of 
Saskatchewan Taxpayers, attended the 
National Tax Limitation Committee's 


Canadian Federation of National and Provincial Taxpayers 


National Tax Limitation Forum in 
Toronto. 

October 11, 1990, Regina. Morley 
Evans, director of research addressed a 
youth group at the University of Regina 
regarding the fiscal situation in Canada 
and in Saskatchewan. 

October 24, 1990, Regina. Morley 
Evans met for two hours with Dave 
Bassett, Special Assistant to Finance 
Minister Michael Wilson. They dis- 
cussed the federal government’s eco- 
nomic plan and the GST. 

October 31, 1990, Regina. Kevin 
Avram and Art Fox met with Saskatche- 
wan Premier Grant Devine and mem- 
bers of his staff. 
cussed were Freedom of Information 
legislation, a Taxpayers Protection Act 


Among items dis- 


and a senatorial election. 

The Premier was very positive about 
a Freedom of Information Act and as- 
sured Taxpayer officials that such an 
act would be law by next summer. 


Manitoba 


The name, “Association of Mani- 
toba Taxpayers” has been reserved and 
incorporation is in progress. National 





co-ordinator, Kevin Avram, was in 
Winnipeg in mid-November to address 
the fledgling tax group THRIFT as re- 
gards tax and spending matters. 

There are plans to meet with some 
of the individuals the Association 
worked with in helping to organize the 
Brandon AXE the TAX Rally. 


Stop the Press 


At press time, Saskatchewan Pre- 





mier Grant Devine announced his gov- 
ernment’s intention to introduce Free- 
dom of Information Legislation, elec- 
tions for Senators and the Speaker, free 
votes in the Legislature, all-party Com- 





Pius, Tim, and Kenny plan next week’s work 


Mr. Devine was very open and ex- 
pressed his desire to see a balanced 
provincial budget too. 


mittees, referendums and plebicites. 
Watch for further developments in the 
next issue. 
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Dye Submits 
Final Report 
OTTAWA Canada’s Auditor General, 


Kenneth Dye, submitted his final report to 
the House of Commons in October. 





Mr. Dye’s reports have provided Cana- 
dian taxpayers with valuable information as 
to how their tax dollars were spent by the 
government over the years. 

When asked by the CBC about his plans 
for the future, Mr. Dye said, “Now that I’ve 
retired, I'm going to look for a job.” 


Diane Francis 


Grants to Tiny 


ncial Taxpayers 


GUESS WHAT...1 FIGGERED 
TD SAVE YOU GUYS THE 
TROUBLE S50 I PIDDLED 
\T AWAY MYSELF 





© Vance Rodewalt / Calgary Herald, 12/16/88 


Paper hit $800,000 





Given Canada’s runaway debt prob- 


run as a nonprofit venture. So far so. days a week and 200,000 on Saturdays— 


lem, it’s appropriate to revisit some of 
the more glaring boondoogles and 
sprees undertaken by politicians. 

My recent personal favorite is an 
announcement that Le Courrier de la 
Nouvelle-Ecosse, a 53-year-old French 
language weekly in Yarmouth 
N.S. was given $400,000 by Ot- 
tawa, $250,000 by Nova Scotia 
and $150,000 by Quebec. 

The money is to be put into 
trust and the interest earned will 
go toward defraying costs to “in- 
sure that Le Courrier does not 
die and is a means by which Nova 
Scotia’s francophones can com- 
municate.” 

I tried several times to call 
the newspaper, but nobody an- 
swered. 

Since this was a lot of money, | 
wanted to know as a taxpayer what this 
was all about, so I called the feds. 

Seems the weekly was taken over in 
1987 by 17 francophone groups and is 


good. 

Then Statistics Canada said there 
are only 36,000 Nova Scotians with 
French background. 

A rival newspaper told me of these 
only 7,000 are francophones. Ottawa 


**... the 
$800,000 is equiva- 


lent to nearly $240 
per subscriber.” 





claims that Le Courrier’ s circulation is 
3,400 a week, which means that the 
$800,000 is equivalent to nearly $240 
per subscriber. 

Put another way, if the Financial 
Post—delivering 100,000 papers four 


received government grants of that 

magnitude, it would be entitled to a 

trust fund of $144 million. 

While that sounds absurd, what’s 
the difference? 

This bailout of a publication dog— 
we're not talking about the fran- 
cophone equivalent of the New 
York Times here—is inappropri- 
ately extravagent. 

If the weekly was dying, bury 


Obviously, it is up to the 3,400 
readers to pay higher subscrip- 
tion costs to keep it alive. If they 
are unwilling, then the product is 
insufficient. 

To ask the rest of us to prop 
up a dog that even its readers are 
unwilling to support is at best stupidity, 
at worst pork barrel politics. 


© Diane Francis / Financial Post, “The 
Insiders’’, 10/4/90. 
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Crown Corporation Employees; How Many? 


The following is a list of parent Crown Corporations and the number of people they employ. This table was excerpted from 
the Report of the Auditor General of Canada to the House of Commons for the Fiscal Year Ended 1989. 


PROFILES OF CROWN CORPORATIONS 


Schedule III - Part 1 Employees 
Atlantic Pilotage Authority 660 
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited 4,892 
Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation 450 
Canada Harbour Place Corporation 11 
Canada Lands Company Limited 

Canada Mortgage and Housing Co. Inc 

Canada Museums Construction Co. Inc. 

Canada Post Corporation* 

Canadian Commercial Corporation 

Canadian Dairy Commission 

Canadian Livestock Feed Board ps! 
Canadian National (West Indies) Steamships, Ltd. 0 
Canadian Patents and Development Limited 26 
Canadian Saltfish Corporation 44 
Cape Breton Development Corporation 3,435 
Defence Construction (1951) Limited 197 
Export Development Corporation 498 
Farm Credit Corporation 560 
Federal Business Development Bank 1,202 
Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation 285 
Great Lakes Pilotage Authority, Ltd 115 
Harbourfront Corporation 145 
International Centre for Ocean Development 30 
Laurentian Pilotage Authority 289 
Marine Atlantic Inc. 1,957 
National Capital Commission 806 
Pacific Pilotage Authority 61 
Standards Council of Canada 

St. Lawrence Seaway Authority 

VIA Rail Canada Inc 

4 Canada Lands Company 

4 (Le Vieux, Port de Montreal)Ltd. 

4 Canada Lands Co. (Vieux-Port de Quebec) 

‘ Petro-Canada Int. Assistance Corp. 


* Canada Post Corporation became a Schedule IIT 
Part 2 corporation on 1 June 1989 
“ Subsidiaries required to report as parents 


Schedule III - Part 2 Employees 
Canada Development Investment Co. 1,011 
Canada Ports Corporation 76 
Canadian National Railway Co. 49,317 
Halifax Port Corporation 88 
Montreal Port Corporation 673 
Petro-Canada 8,517 
Port of Quebec Corporation 125 
Prince Rupert Port Corporation 12 
Royal Canadian Mint* 832 
Saint John Port Corporation 

St. John’s Port Corporation 

Vancouver Port Corporation 


Total (Schedule III corporations ) 


* This was a Schedule III - Part I corporation in 1985 


Exempt (Unscheduled) Corporations 


Canada Council 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 

Canadian Film Development Corp. 
Canadian Institute for International Peace 
Wheat Board 

International Dev. Research Centre 
National Arts Centre Corporation 


Total excludes Bank of Canada 


Source: Public Accounts, Volume III, Table I 
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Everyone but the rich and privi- 
leged suffers during a recession. 

Canadians learned that in the 1981- 
82 down-turn, when the middle-class 
pinched their pennies and waited it out 
while many of the poor were forced to 
depend on food banks. 

It will be just as difficult this time 
around with spiralling oil costs, soaring 
bankruptcies, thousands of layoffs and 
a looming GST tax grab. 

“People living below the pov- 
erty line won’t have any money to 
absorb those extra costs,” says Lise 
Corbell-Vincent, executive director 
of the Anti-Poverty Organization. 

“Food banks are saying they 
can’t meet the needs any more. 
Their cupboards are often bare. It’s 
a shame.” 

And how about our government 
leaders, the people who can do 
something about this? 

Prime Minister Brian Mulroney 
and Finance Minister Michael Wilson 
caused this first made-in-Canada reces- 
sion with their tight money policy. 
Pushing interest rates ever higher was, 
Wilson said, a “healthy” way to dampen 
inflation. 

But its not likely either man will be 
hurt by this recession. 

Mulroney can probably bank all of 
his annual $153,700 salary. Unlike the 
rest of us, the prime minister doesn’t 
have to pay as much as 70 per cent of 
his salary for such necessities as food, 
housing and transportation. 

Rent is free at 24 Sussex Drive. 

At work, with a personal staff of 85, 
Mulroney doesn’t have to fetch his own 
coffee. Neither does his wife, Mila. 


by Robert Fife 


Canadians pay the salary of her execu- 
tive assistant. She also has a suite of 
offices thanks to the taxpayers. 

It costs $6 million to run Mulroney’s 
office for a year. And Canadians shell 
out another $4 million for each of his 
37 cabinet ministers. 

Since 1984, Wilson and his fellow 
cabinet ministers have seen their sala- 
ries and bonuses go up to as much as 
$130,100. This compares to $33,800 


**...they should 
be at the forefront 


and start making 
sacrifices them- 
selves.”’ 





earned by the average Canadian male 
or $22,700 by women. 

With their paycheques, ministers 
also get a staff of 53 earning an aver- 
age $59,000—chauffeur-driven cars and 
a fleet of Challenger jets at their beck 
and call. 

In fact, there are more than 100 
chauffeur-driven cars on the federal tab 
that cost taxpayers more than $800,000 
a year. Last year, Canadians also paid 
$238 million to fly cabinet ministers 
and top bureaucrats around the globe. 

“Those are the symbols of power,” 
says Gary Nichols of the National Citi- 
zens Coalition, which has hammered 
away at government spending as the 
economy sinks into recession. 


“They are telling us to tighten our 
belts for the good of the economy and 
on the other hand they are giving them- 
selves these perks. If they want to 
show us leadership they should be at 
the forefront and start making sacri- 
fices themselves.” 

But it’s not just Mulroney and Co. 
who have insulated themselves from 
the recession. 

All our politicians’ perks exceed the 
$24,702 poverty line for a family 
of four. 

The $26,000 tax-free living al- 
lowance MPs voted themselves 
means they can live in a $1,200 
luxury condominium in downtown 
Ottawa with plenty of cash left to 
eat well and dress fashionably. 

Their basic salary of $62,100 
has doubled since 1980. 

Our MPs have a daily income 
of $243—$55 more than any Ca- 
nadian earns in a week at a mini- 
mum wage job. And the worker has to 
pay income tax on the whole income. 

Senators don’t do quite as well as 
our MPs, but they do get to stay in their 
secure jobs in Patronage Heaven until 
age 75. They pocket $62,000 a year 
plus a tax-free bonus of $9,800. 

But they decided, $196.71 a day 
wasn’t enough. So they voted them- 
selves an additional $153 a day, tax- 
free of course, just to show up for work. 
The only happy thought for taxpayers 
is that the Senators traditionally work 
only about 76 days a year, so it costs us 
only $11,628 for each of them. 

But taxpayers sure pay to get them 
to and from “work” and while they’re 
there. 
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First-class air travel, a private health 
club, and an exclusive dining room with 
food fit for a king at pauper prices are 
just some of the perks available to help 
our parliamentarians survive the reces- 
sion. 

“It’s very ironic,” Corbell-Vincent 
says of government cuts to social spend- 
ing while parliamentarians fatten their 
paycheques. 

“It shows how they are two-faced. 
The people who are hurting should not 
be the people from whom the money is 
being cut.” 

Just keeping each of the 295 MPs 
on the job costs more than $700,000 a 
year and it’s $350,000 for each of the 
senators. 

The biggest expense is the $164,000 
each MP gets to cover salaries for sec- 
retaries, research and support staff. 
Other allowances are available for ad- 
ditional constituency offices or furni- 
ture and for travel in remote and distant 
ridings. 

They also get a wide range of office 
services, including free long distance 
telephone service within Canada, free 
postage, unlimited stationary and page 
service. 

There’s also subsidized day care for 
their children, use of two gyms, asauna, 
amasseur, five post offices, liquor store, 
shoe shines for $1 and haircuts in one 
of two barbershops at $6, or $2 for a 
facial. There’s even a $400 annual 
allowance for every MP to have pic- 
tures framed. 

Then, when their political careers 
are over, there’s those lavish pensions. 

Any MP who serves for six years 
gets a pension worth at least $23,000 a 
year today. It could mean as much as 
$5 million over a lifetime, depending 
on the MP’s age and years in Parlia- 
ment. 

© The Edmonton Sun, 10/28/90. 
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Guest Commentary — Paul Jackson 
‘Senator Paul’ Has a Nice Ring 





If Brian Mulroney hadn’t found 
enough childhood chums in Baie 
Comeau for his eight senators-at-large, 
he could have grabbed the phone and 
propositioned me. 

Yup, for splendor and prestige I can 
be bought! 

At one time I hankered after a 
knighthood. Always thought “Sir Paul” 
had a nice ring. On bended knee before 
Queen Elizabeth, getting the royal tap 
on the shoulder from the sword and 
then the magic words, “Arise, noble 
knight.” 

Of course, a slight affliction from 
which I am now suffering might have 
made kneeling down and getting up 
again somewhat painful, yet courage 
and fortitude are the hallmarks of any 
knight. 

But since knighthoods for Canadi- 
ans are a thing of the past, Senator 
Jackson sounds just as good. Indeed, 
noting my distinguished career in jour- 
nalism, my good pal Senator Sidney 
Buckwold once suggested I push by old 
boss, Saskatchewan Premier Grant 
Devine to put my name forward. Even I 
didn’t have the gall to do that. 

Now I'd be ready to come to my 
nation’s aid. 

I assure you the $80,000 in salary, 
perks and junkets has nothing whatso- 
ever to do with it. 

Naturally, I’d want to be seated right 
next to Senator Stan Waters, who actu- 
ally is the only senator with a right to be 
in the hallowed chamber. 

And I would insist on being planted 
as far as possible from that old hag 
Allan MacEachen and all his Grit cro- 
nies. I fear they may have something 
that might be terribly catching, if you 
get my point. 


In all modesty, I’d enhance the place 
with a certain dignity and decorum. 

Half the Tories on Parliament Hill 
have their fingers in the till, tongues in 
the gravy, and snouts in the trough. 
Well, gee, I haven’t stolen anything 
since | swiped a comic book back in 
Grade 6—and did | get walloped for 
that touch of larceny. 

I'd swear on a stack of Bibles, my 
mother’s deathbed, my grandmother’s 
grave—the Koran, the Torah and even 
a kirpan—if Brian called me, there 
would be no rotten tuna scandals in my 
offices. 

I won’t cause him the slightest bit 
of embarrassment - and I’d even vote 
for his damned GST just to put the 
blocks to the whining hacks across the 
way. 

Incidentally, | would sponsor a few 
of my own private member’s bills: make 
unemployment insurance voluntary like 
it used to be; cut out foreign aid to all 
those sleazy banana republics; kill off 
the billion-dollar multicultural boon- 
doggle; give every Canadian soldier at 
Oka a medal and a heck of a Christmas 
bonus, and banish Joe Clark to the din- 
giest dungeon at the U.N. 

For sure, I wouldn’t waste my time 
or the taxpayers’ money one bit. 

What better deal could Mulroney 
ask for? 

So why wasn’t my phone ringing? 


Paul Jackson is the Editor of the 
Calgary Sun and writes a weekly col- 
umn for the Saskatoon Star Phoenix. 

He is a veteran Canadian journalist 
whose columns have appeared over the 
years in newspapers across Canada. 
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Grants to Business 


Farm Supports Laid Out 


by Madelaine Drohan 





The federal government spends an _ process, the second of which is the for- _—_ deadline for all offers to be submitted. 
average of about $8.8 billion support- —_— mal negotiating offer. In the meantime, countries are com- 
ing the farm sector each year, with While there are rumours that Can- ing clean about the amount of support 


wheat and dairy producers the ma- 
jor beneficiaries. 


they give their farm sectors and 
making preliminary indications 

The figure was contained in a Canada’s Support for Farmers where it could be cut. 
list of farm support programs pre- At the request of the chairman of 
pared by the federal government for the agricultural negotiating group, 
the international trade negotiations. they are also distinguishing between 
The list was tabled in Geneva on programs that could be reduced and 
Monday and released yesterday in those that would be excluded from 
Ottawa. reduction. 

It includes everything from small 
expenditures on railway boxcar re- 
habilitation and inspection services 
to major wheat and market price 
support for dairy products. 

In releasing the document, the 
government emphasised that pro- 
grams on the list were not necessar- 
ily candidates for the cutting block. 

All of the 99 member nations of 
the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade had been asked to table 
similar lists so that negotiators at- 
tempting to reduce farm subsidies 
worldwide would have something 
to work with. 


This table includes domestic programs, 
tariffs and non-tariff barriers, and ex- 
port subsidies. 


In the wheat sector, for example, 
Canada has placed programs worth 
about $2 billion in the category that 
would be excluded. The total sup- 
port for the sector was estimated to 
average $2.4 billion. 

The Western Grain Transporta- 
tion Act, which embodies a trans- 
portation subsidy worth about $555 
million, was placed in the first cate- 
gory while crop insurance worth 
about $66 million is an example of 
the programs to be found in the sec- 
ond category. 

In the dairy sector, which re- 
ceived an estimated $2.2 billion in 
annual support, programs eligible for 
reductions totalled about $2 billion, 
with the rest in the category the gov- 
ernment considers excluded from 
reductions. 


However, farm groups in Can- 
ada are becoming increasingly un- 
easy as the trade talks approach their 
December deadline and govern- 
ments are faced with tough deci- 
sions on what to offer up and what 
to protect. ada has its offer ready to go, the federal © Globe and Mail, Report on Busi- 

The farm program list released yes- | government has not yet made the de- _—7ess, 10/3/90. 
terday is the first step in a two-step tails public. GATT has set an Oct. 15 








Freedom is not only lost when we lose the power to vote, or when armed soldiers are in the streets. It is lost when we become 
ensnared in a prison of debt. To lose economic freedom, means to lose freedom itself. 
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Auditor General’s Report 


Sugar Beet Program — Not So Sweet 





Excerpts from the Report of the Auditor General of Canada to the House of Commons for the Fiscal Year Ended March 1989. 


Department of Agriculture — Tripartite Program for Sugar Beets is not Meeting the 
Legal Requirement to be Financially Self-Sustaining 


In our opinion, the National Tripartite Price Stabilization Program for sugar beets is not financially self-sustaining, 
although it is required to be by the Agricultural Stabilization Act. Furthermore, there are serious deficiencies in the 
Department’s analyses of the program’s viability. Information presented to the Minister of Finance when advances were 
requested to meet funding shortfalls was inadequate. 


The Tripartite Stabilization Programs 


4.48 The Act requires that the level of premiums paid by producers must be such as will, along with government 
contributions and interest received, make each program financially “self-sustaining”. The Agreements have defined this to 
mean that, over time, premiums, government contributions and interest received should equal stabilization payments and inter- 
est paid. 


Financial Situation of Sugar Beet Program 


4.49 In our opinion, the sugar beet program is not financially viable under the existing arrangements nor is it likely to be so, 
given current forecasts. In its first year of operation, covering the 1987 crop, revenues (producer premiums plus federal and 
provincial contributions ) totalled $2.5 million but stabilization payments amounted to $14.5 million, resulting in a deficit of 
$12 million, averaging over $12,000 for each participating producer. Based on preliminary departmental forecasts, after the 
1988 crop, the accumulated deficit, including interest charges on the previous deficit, will be approximately $17 million. 





Your Federal Debt_ | pyblic Covers Bank 
BILLIONS Debts 





Deficit 
($5.7) Montreal (CP) - Canadian taxpayers have picked up $3 
($6.6) : billion in bad debts owed to Canadian banks by the third World 
($10.4) with no benefit to the debtor nations, an international confer- 
bs i ence heard yesterday. 
($13.5) : Delegates said that in 1987 Canadian banks set aside $3.3 
($14.8) billion to cover dicey loans to poor nations. 
($27.8) The banks got an equal tax writeoff, said Guy Bourgeault, 
($32.4) president of the Canadian Commission for the United Nations 
ey Economic and Social Council. 
($30.6) 3 But the money set aside for loan losses is not lost to the 
($28.1) banks, said Bourgeault, “The debtor nations continue to pay 
($28.7) ; their debt,” so the banks benefit doubly. 


($30.5) 
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Government of Canada Grants 
Grants to Feminist Groups 





The following is presented for the purpose of information. Our intent is not to criticize any of these groups, companies, or 
organizations. Rather, we believe it to be a part of our mandate to make taxpayers aware of how their money is being spent. 
These grants are a small sample of the total number that were made in fiscal year 1987-88. 


Association Des Femmes: Collaboratrices ..c.:cccccssascosseossonscosssvsssesoonssannnsnsvsnaasabannaasacscenesaastassesasesesnsaseeneaesaveveersdssetenxe $125,817.00 
Canadian Dag Care Advocacy ASSOCIATION : .u.:.:.cenissnoneassesscovennsnntiaqpnap/stanstennkasnipodtntyapsaiss cndtjendtddastanensadvsennasencedeegien eine $213,000.00 
CanadiamDay Care Advocacy Association ..cxcssvexasnsncsnsacecenccuniaacssatvaesussnraneonsesavenaecicasonusveiuexseianseleoanegiiencivaeeeeveies $50,000.00 
Ledsablor Canadian POS sccscsscscescesessvencxtepnescsaseusbexCeinavexvateresascaawisne Gsvaaspavaveeicaessuiytoveveoneauvsenueueadvenasbeesbivosenteinsioaey $6,875.00 
Nainital Acton Camimilites Quthe Stats GF W GID sxxrscseseznceseancetsvovecevcvccteosevunaxeveanncshe sdnxansanaactapdeed synnsasaenseasencneancl $543,701.00 
National Action Committee on the Stattis OF WrOmen.....:...c0+<ssseesevessssaassavenmnnenesgoscsguntoithbessssnsendunsivensiesadvevenssaneeereqedess $75,000.00 
Najiionall Associationint Wiomieminr ch tHe LIA icsseassdesneicwscessanepinexs vtaacnandyunnnabagebbcvencgarennacdeesuacdsneavatasapstercaveuke ceyavesiys $245,640.00 
National on oresg 0h eerie A ANAS AN es tisssccannancgucwpuedzouazedassaiensciatensaaaTegtayenteespenteascennaseatgvebggravnctgdieaeangerccamsevarconiness $12,000.00 
National Acoincior Bartadian Associaton tit Cann ccc ticcsseisonsconsvesassasacaceusmeannssnteantatevaasmanSacckacacaneendsuschsnwaruavensshs $5,820.00 
National Council of Jewish Women of Canada—DOownsview ..........c.cccccssssesesseesseeesceeeessceceseeeeceecsacceceesseeesesseaeesseees $18,580.00 
INE aA OVE WV ENN TNAY CSET os an citsnc nn saut ics doves desnaiercaucvecenssunsindboanstvoadaenstidonapyansuteysiacladkjpssetactersotouneaates $45,000.00 
National: Ranmers Linton Women ts Conimittee ...itccssesiansctesccesspavsadsvedoocsonvsnvadecenaddesanegedaeveatenusnsenixeosesssadseneounsanerdteottaden $8,000.00 
Mpu edi. SRA st NOON AHO. steconcacwniamooninrennn nen Miamantamnssimdarmntan atin aogokmrd ancnmecinennn ts $60,980.00 
FS ASH ISAT PICS gS GATTO oc exohe save cesvacascanstucnewseeauabvnnddegeitas Ml audcaccvduacugascastneswooudave faesutcnoua tah snaa ravens Secuiwusseanmvineoane $105,860.00 
SDS TEA acaba 8 Etosha rsesne tensed casnnchtcepsinasiseveinag pasaigan tian Sons eapeSiphad ocdepattaBaatidonsanncno ph toacveaesii vata tianaa tek deaa oo doeeneess $30,000.00 
‘Thinddintematiqnab eriaiist BOK WPA ose assesie nage bewct et sets cosseeos even attoacciSeasnenescs sivensudleat asses ooseoebebdcestanougneeabcnevesnessaados $30,000.00 
Comimnice dar Women aiid POUCA ACTIONS 5 csacca cis scasceccnsscdescusideanangaaspinen cages dpentaiasianobeaabarepus (aauaxeasoppnaavanansanssapinneesmesaems $2,500.00 
Interiationalswomerl's Day Conmittse— Newfoundland o.casecssascsssxcdvesessseseseateawtawecuduaetinstatewossuatscycveusceeadaeauancccnsaecese $6,016.00 
SLE SOLO eas sas co sevadesvaip tasven es cannnetuvasepsuenuegunsssasesdballt trvsiwavens onvilec pee tet suksesvakounsntunndlloacsaecensse RAR AROn Ie tivenascosetnc Mes $15,000.00 
Child Care Advocagy-A ssociation Of NOvaSGOlid .\.si. .<.sesecrssesorashbasssssevste eiasinosvenssonessetsensigadotecsvagpdloenecuseorscssesasseesiy $5,352.00 
Nova Scotia Federation of Labour—Womnen’s-Comimittes ......00:..sscccosccssosducsscecsccssnscepeseegevedencotecesddectssdorssceseducessenie’ $30,950.00 
Wolen’s Achonae oe itiOn Ciel a5 COMA ccstcenccdelucexstattencdiwcsscunsvodencd Rcapinbessencdaadeitakbedstaed eats uchasstssalwusadenctkciesBape $13,500.00 
WM OLIGHIS ISTE Of NGA SCO, Bi cs cceuseskustepsutageetMRcessersvevceusneasdrecentsteurse RE Recdendeunlaap Mbsevenesenslateevanenieessaxeaneenees $9,725.00 
New Brnisiniiek: Day Cate AS aera i di oven 8 s00nctactes vovue sewn tafer ahh eri nese tagensatabe std venartusdvevensaphigiiseawtsosvgigeraeadnisciayieos’ $19,650.00 
lnsttet Reminim Francophone Du Notiveaw! Brons wick vssas.sacvssiyasacosssetdcvecseatvessantesstsnensoctunseeccheresvasnveesveeveedssbeasosies $23,644.00 
New Brotiswick Bederatign Of Labour cs svc: caicsussescousecocasvessvanesescaieOnevouscossista Meats sevecssseiiateetexantauecsianaarestsdaniseannetaasetiens $59,526.00 
ACHERIGEL Si DNR OE IRE soe ccrc sey cpwienviens ae cen ueas inven swesnate asnmenaariins ede iabeeees das alien aeroreen atoms ues canscasedyausnmnduaettaneiwataateanetes $70,000.00 
Canadian Women 16 ROliCAL REPTESEIIAIIGEE x: uicesseavcrcenccessnnneofecauansags tesaet ecmaseactaconssnans deacsn seereaarneenenanteceemmrnpeenlh $11,500.00 
Daycare Coalition or Meteo. LOR Ont svc cccnssenesacnverievieccsevencansardeesare ces dansvarsihabatioahtesvinannennipiesaeenesquavenechuiacsessiveekeotessens $35,200.00 
Labour Countil of Metropolitan TO ont aaesasiss coves scepsny scsvonsnpcsccesteninatececoiscasQhasnedd coxensrs eovabah esata debvaasuosbeust esssisdeesepeapevd $15,000.00 
WAH aAE Vote S A Sa Oreste exact his ccs ccsssscdenaxhan cs Teecepe ede aac ea Bt os cu ablns san Vag eae sans cbeasa bezca dane sexccavsmmceoeraaates $7,500.00 
North - Basten Ontane-Resrtonal Da teare Committee) casscgte..sesenrragatesnch tadvsesansntbasssviayatoashaawssvens savesaateonssestoasaapeelaaaats $23,000.00 
Ontario Coalition -for Beton nila Caren i scsecscsscssacestetccescsnsde Mains es sevlcseans eM aia dbveseeststnan co¥ilneasctTokeaduessusneaccvavees $78,500.00 
Ottawa Federation of Parcwis” Way eager cess. cis cscnnnasato Bases once lene saeng tis casae tart cactst ove stdewageesevsenetdssosacbeseseosesecchesansaves $4,600.00 
Toronte: Organization for Domestic Workers RIGUS. 2.15.00 scie5 oldie. va ben adtsseteanbigskaostvecngassecdequasnccdibsisedsssusevasersencevse $25,000.00 
Paiiom Gultireilé Des PranCO— On tare eS cocci <dvssuntveeveceseresiaiosteatecsvecs Sapte cnesooavia tikes tives bes cteantapetesvduataydandeontseasacancs $4,000.00 
Union Cultitrelle Des PranGo—On tariGnnes ic. .nc.sce0se sve luscevseckisacath edlveviessdecuncst Sesion cdausdivencavssse¥eashesetlohensanssesssusceuseseece $17,600.00 
Thunder Bay and District Labour Cone lS x...i::..cssieeussenvennsdnesdbedbosreeecastynag ths teria andi ord vata she Tevinteelatennscesounvceriecesss $15,000.00 
Manitoba Action Committee on the Status of Women—Winmipeg ..............scsscsssssessesssssssssessstsesseseessaseaeeseseasersaesers $10,844.00 
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Grants to Feminist Groups 





Federation Des Femmes Du Quebec ........:..c.sccccccccconscsscossccsssccscccesssesncsscnccnsccsccessscescenscescaccnsacepaccsasdcedesenececsseseconeses $12,000.00 
ABR NONE cea cath cragash bet tiny ca ac N suv cuggunen naanvalgusonet isQeogubwnaee tawer euustadvcauy tbe Bovsinuen caenndinuedheh/duatuwapeasettenvevcesessnctanteeiwess $3,450.00 
Tig ces SUT COG sc: Bee Hee. Aen CS Let, Se ee Le SS re ERS Rr SE $4,575.00 
Ed sis] olsigh 4) <6 aa A AOE Lo, nn ee Ree, Ce Rene en $9,250.00 
Parole Meteque: Magazine Du Renouveau Feministe ........:......:.s.ccsccnsensessesconcsncsossocesssiesvcosssscessssosdessseneencensenconceseacs $15,000.00 
Manitoba Action Committee on the Status of Women—Winnipeg ..........::.cccssessescesseseeseeseesceaceasesceseeaceneeaeeeeeaeeaeeaeaes $19,156.00 
Manitoba Action Committee on the Status of Women—Winnipeg ..........::ccccscescescessesceseescesceseesceaceaseaceeseaseeeeaceaeeees $140,000.00 
ManIIODS: WiGiet SUA DOMG A ete cscs Beh tecuclaceasnsuccaevasater qtucndt ibel tes vaeietuwcatinvestsuaaBebeavanateces nu onadecadecwevagecsteabensees $10,000.00 
Popular Theatre AtnanGe Oe Mam sas cscecausce Savccacattbud senstn tov Secssd btw sedictoxsenevcatunsawauni us suvveswspdeacoanesdedevevenadvonssviehonee $12,700.00 
Resean De Femmes, Sil BOMiBeS dye ©. ssepsonBessisavsnceactventcessdccvansdocsescbsisvseskcvebasec venpsaneneeeucesereesedanedadsbovesth teasstaseceebs $24,000.00 
Ms Ea Can CON a i gn 5s op dasa vda pis sguaswnane acavarion dub acess eens acvbs deadeentaapanuesacecdincesdiondicesaeainnncdbeere naensebentoncs $3,500.00 
‘Theatre Parininiom Org aritprn ce a apeiatnn ota tots oe scsi Stan ste apiisesscastesevnn dl ca rexceaccusecswetasesugssnslacsvsezeid Sueceonsedyuodeatstenczsoaatepeaes $4,000.00 
Worren Business: © witha mater tates ect oacgs oxcescel te eRssoccepsossccsccssavusevessvsvesvevivovssovesetwalbeccsvecsduvectvenavediasteevessesoueves .$10,300.00 
Action Child @are Inc Sasicie tatects, aiiterss sc tes total chsnconsenconsosaesisicecseasseseesedsaoessscconesouscadacsaasossascssecsnssoucsecsassesneancessens $29,160.00 
BitiarpatGh Tistche pORAteel aie caer yates AOU A ou sedSussnssessesnnsvsdseoscssnacesreseesveussdevesescsasseil avonscovoseceesoreasearencontensonsneens $3,800.00 
Federation Desietiamds CamramienniGa as faneaise. oo. <.ccsccessciscscesocssceseclivonseassccccescesscsecscesseeueseoscecsascccssanestectorsesvecesaceiee $6,300.00 
Saskatchewan Cniid Caprese LNG Pets ctis Bhs. oc Fait sw esctencsvcesdhaeccucsuassnscisdbssscecsoascpiebinuce sevasecvsscweseskesvetieasecasesszis $24,710.00 
Saskatehew oir (inl d Gate Aearaoerenenes MG ..cacctes toes cera Maeuasanctanictasansvanssoecetcouedeasdoscesss sassadtussessveversassasnssseaveeverseseenaeserse $6,395.00 
Photographers Galler yes oCie gm 25 as... sesecausicen sa Se Get Moaos neaecirnsa ce vengnsnsienttescesivtnepvonngacteaonsSvBcVocseusnsenesasteceserancosnayees $2,500.00 
Prince Albert Business and Professional Women’s Club .................scscccsescsssssssssssessssgnssscsccsessetessssccsscscssesssecsenseseecase -$1,800.00 
Saskatchewan Action Commnittee, Status Of Women Witkin. cccaGsctscnscccsustsssnccedsnsecosesscnazsteacdinsosdgecscovecssessnccessnsaconsns $142,500.00 
Womien’sStirdies: Reser lige tities. 5 oS, 8 on cbaciscikns <j atavadlioes caste tence tvtvaccDotenethen Badan Sescase foigta sept Sesnssceneasaessvecsveseenteconss $5,779.00 
Alberta Coalition for UniveySal Heantly Care ooo. <0cccc:0 kB Ssantes cst vosdevercceessvsocssaeadasncbavvertechoccEcactocubececocounseossisecevessesvecees $18,500.00 
Alberta Status df Women Actiob&-Commmittee .........:..0dituuirsesilemtacdastiocrietebse hanes sep tvaascuedsngaeattacsBesecsicvacsnencsoaceessacseveoses $4,400.00 
Alberta Status of Women: Action’ Coimittee <....5...sccc.eeunsonsaggenccs bees hag cteee acaktenaccetroah@peevabetsetecsessevdssonseccocessuaseces $115,000.00 
ASUS a CERES GOCHE EY 5s Ac ccrec as bicusectaccravesecsossavciavaige tates a etuet sawce vaggebagacaneadcto ds eeeicedl wabtnaseiiessciaei@iiacisticcunntseivereeats $6,000.00 
Association Canadienne--Prancaise De L’ Alberta «...<sissiecs.0nt 8 es.tbocgeasconcsoescdunvtdlocssssseccssbseceveceessescssecsussssesvecessvodssorsss $8,000.00 
Black Wosrhien’ s Associ strani AIG ite «0a ccndanSececceas trie cawstucets Nahvesswangy Rs ovo shies Tacinndesedeiwhensdigonnasanscpoorseessucsesaunsevses .$3,000.00 
Busihess:and Professional W Omens ASSOC AON oo 1c. FS sasescsecacitdecactecocfodoeisssnisa cet icaenesseSbsanedesDbussosssasiseessvecvecsceidbenae $5,000.00 
Business and Professional Wenien’s' Club of Port McIGiiany ie ssacseénscaggonssiscpzts canvannonsgusoessurgnesectuavsasasscoseassvdevsssscnensss $5,000.00 
Calgary Foundation for Perspective, A Newspaper for WOMEM ..:;...2....csscccissssssssestbansapteaccvadbvsssessscsascconsosseresseesaess $24,500.00 
Cele birationiten WWOmieny 10 Che ints S OCLC EY oa xcs tee scence Sensnessnars cast sass en avennswoneds ances iacacanantsstenssnssaseeaasniwoansenocctceenscnscnten $9,300.00 
Centre De Formation et D’ Information Pour Les Femmes Francophones De L’ Alberta ...........ccsccssssssesseeceeesseeneeees $16,180.00 
Common: Woman Books (The Radted) BookNeller q;i....sctisccsesensseacsocovessecdscsciveaveesvensssxessdbvesSesvessospartensucgandsageuesuebescastes $10,000.00 
Multicnltural Association of the Northwest Territories .....i:.c.cdsccscsccsscssosaosvssecoesnassossssssteadebanstesndasnenssnsssstevcsseueosssoessocs $5,000.00 
Multictitural.A ssociation Ofte NOrthwest Territ ries '.......scscisssseccssccsecedesecsseveasseassecssacdposnscesntedueet sutabbesessenssuanessassvessod $7,000.00 
Rees Deer Stee rinicel “WV ONIET PASSUCIAIIOND cxeacaseStieccnsishsceedossecrcsssssevussiediesussessteccsiberdaacceooals abdoletbonscevantacashsantcstes canvscones $20,000.00 
WG ies Ti mn SED ah PP 2 CIT, ISS 2, Ses encseacunoiensbvansaatiivocat svaveténsonsossavansie nnn idetasucomsabossnonceacsinaabesceaesuedinteveenststacate $8,600.00 
PARES TALS OEP VV GER OLIAASSGCIA LION sasssaici helen cdiccvessieventvecsabaenes cas suetacncatiasoienseeeorvaassieaearTmnnee nears onan Noemie $19,955.00 
VeRO CPE EURO: WVOTINOER Eo efo5o ccosazciens teas ap skadsad cain bn cbaebs Gansta d nies dua ebvenstncisk teoassesmasevesipeincks secuaaniaues aires Daeemices este $75,400.00 
Victoria Staptis Gr Women gA Chon Gioup SOGCEY saccsssscecsiexs orscsxeivesncsusesestasena ss cnastcexaseatendnce dteuescunsesenscevevorsensstseeaqiens $25,000.00 
SOMOS EBD SES TIN N I cae Ietiay den Dot ect soap aicexanesiectvocsasactciutesbioe¥ou yveghestveik vasisncutieonabcenubesusesavstasenas NEG Reins Reaetiab cat ixauwascante $6,000.00 
GOP CO Nea UN Eye EA NIE wc dee arcs ch ces acc wuizs sew cso scale sph tga esd ap vey sipw tases ro gab dear ea sex Sa Rip Se SESS $4,000.00 
Redeianon Des Pemimes: DiI OSC be ccacesecsssceric hacen ceizacvenszensnnstaveieot ic wtbersrecvermevnncie me rare Reet $80,000.00 
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Let's Talk Taxes — Kevin Avram 


Getting A Piece of the Action 





Over the past fifteen or twenty years, 
one of the most significant develop- 
ments in our political system has been 
the growth of single issue and special 
interest groups who focus their atten- 
tion on government and cause govern- 
ment to change. In a very real way, 
government policy, legislation, and 
spending, are increasingly being influ- 
enced by these groups. 

In Canada, it’s estimated there are 
5,000 special interest groups, and each 
of them are actively seeking to get the 
attention of politicians, senior bureau- 
crats and cabinet ministers. 

We have institutionalized lobby 
groups, professional lobbyists who can 
be hired for a fee, and ad 
hoc lobby groups who are 
generally disbanded when 
their goal is accomplished. 

An institutionalized 
lobby is one that is perma- 
nent. The Business Coun- 
cil on National Issues is an 
institutionalized lobby rep- 
resenting over 100 of the 
largest companies in the 
country. The Canadian 
Federation of Independent 
Business, The Plastics In- 
stitute of Canada, The Canadian Manu- 
facturers Association, and Prairie Pools 
Inc., are also examples of permanent 
institutionalized lobby groups. These 
lobby groups are funded by themselves. 
They raise money from their members 
and are accountable to their members 
for each success or failure. 

Another class of institutionalized 
lobby groups are those who are funded 


politicians...” 


by government. They are just as per- 
manent as the Manufacturers Associa- 
tion or the Chamber of Commerce 
lobby, but in a fiscal sense, they’re not 
accountable to anyone. 

Canadian governments have poured 
mega-millions into these groups pro- 
viding them with enough resources to 
significantly influence the system. 
These govern- 
funded 
lobby groups are 
those who lobby 












ment 


for bilingualism, 
multiculturalism, 
and more govern- 
ment spending. 


**... each 
of them are 
actively seek- 
ing to get the 
attention of 


They in- 
clude 
women’s 
groups, 
day care 
groups, 
arts and 
culture 
groups, groups who believe that Can- 
ada should disarm itself, and groups 
who promote welfare rights. 

So where have the mainstream 
people been for the past twenty years? 

The other day, I was at a fella’s 
place down in the south east corner of 
the province. We got talking, and he 
went on for the better part of twenty 
minutes on how governments are in a 





mess. “They don’t care about us or 
listen to us,” he said. “And they’re alla 
bunch of over-paid self-seekers.” It 
was a real cuss-out-the government, 
politician-bashing time. 

After we had completed our busi- 
ness and I was getting ready to leave, I 
said, “By the way Darrel, what are you 
doing to influence the political process 
in a positive way? 
Do you ever write 
letters to your MLA 
or MP?” 

“Nah,” 
reply. “I don’t have 
time for that.” 

Although I 
didn’t say it out loud, 
as I got in the car I 
realized that Darrel 
had no right to com- 
plain. By his inac- 
tivity and unwilling- 
ness to express his opinion at the politi- 


was his 


cal level, he was willfully surrendering 
his capacity to influence our system to 
the lobby groups. He just wanted to 
criticize the politicians, but not do any- 
thing about it. 

Too bad we’ve got so many people 
in this country who are just like him. 


Reprinted from “Let's Talk Taxes”, 
Oct. 12,1990. “Let's Talk Taxes” is a 


feature service of the Canadian Fed- 


eration of National and Provincial Tax- 
payers and is distributed at no charge 
to over 250 weekly newspapers in West- 
ern Canada. 





Page 12 


THE TAXPAYER 


V2I4: Nov./Dec. 1990 


